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A radical exploration of how rituals have
e influenced history over thousands of
years.

The ritual animal longs to belong. From
infancy, we copy those around us in order
to be like others, to be one with the tribe.
The copying of causally opaque behaviour
(rituals) has allowed cultural groups to
proliferate over time and space. Rituals
are a way of defining the boundaries of
social groups and binding their members
together. The frequency and emotional
intensity of ritual performances constrains

The : the scale and structure of cultural groups.
R | T U A L This pioneering study presents a theory
of how two 'ritual modes' have influenced

the course of human history over many
thousands of years and continue to shape
the groups we live in today.
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